Questioning by Year 2
As a way of developing our questioning learning
muscle, in 2J we wrote questions that we would like
to find the answers to in preparation for our trip to
Avoncroft Museum.
Here are some of our questions about the Windmill.
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WOW!
A HUGE thank you to everyone who donated to the Bags2school
collection before half term. There will be collections again in the
new school year so watch out for the new dates.
Dates to remember:
Fete—Saturday 22nd June 2013
Quiz Night—Friday 12th July 2013
New Intake BBQ—Friday 19th July 2013
Thanks for your continued support. Friends of Green Meadow.
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Building Learning Power—BLP in school

Dear Parents,

Please put this in your diary
How does the windmill crush the wheat? Ethan Ali
What materials is it made from? McKenzie Belcher
Why does the windmill have blades? Millie Smalley
When was it built?
Aimee Woolley

SATs IN THE FUTURE 2014
As we are awaiting dates for next years KS1/2 SATs please do not
book a holiday at any time during the period from Easter until the
May half term. Especially if your child is currently in Year 1/5.

Year 6—Language Alive

SCHOOL ITEMS FOR SALE
We now stock the following items for
sale :Shoulder Book Bags (with strap)
@ £4.50 each
Book Bags
@ £3.50 each
Baseball Caps
@ £2.50 each
Legionnaires Caps@ £3.00 each
Wool hats
@ £3.50 each
Swimming Caps @ £1.50 each
PE Bags
@ £2.00 each
If you would like to view any of these
items then please contact Mrs Hammond
or Mrs Johnson in the School Office.

DATES REMINDER
New Pupils Parents’ Meeting
June 19th @ 2.00 p.m.
Summer Fete
Saturday, 22nd June 2013
Transition Day
(Moving up to the next year)
Wednesday, 3rd July
Reports to Parents
Thursday, 4th July 2013
Junior Sports Day
Friday, 5th July @ 2.00 p.m.
Infant Sports Day
Monday, 8th July @ 2.00 p.m.
Rec-Yr1 Transition Meeting
Wednesday, 17th July @ 9.00 a.m.
Yr2-Yr3 Transition Meeting
Thursday, 18th July @ 9.00 a.m.
School Closes for Summer Holidays
Tuesday, 23rd July 3.25/3.30 p.m.

Yours sincerely,
H. Setchell
Headteacher

Building Learning Power… The story continues
As you will have recently discovered we have
introduced and are developing skills through Building
Learning Power. The children are working hard to develop and
master their perseverance and collaboration muscles.
Last half term we began developing our revising learning
muscle, followed this week with our questioning learning
muscle.
Revising
This learning muscle helps our children to be flexible in their
learning. It encourages them to review their progress and make
changes if necessary to improve or change the activity they are
undertaking.
Questioning
Children are curious about things and people. This learning
muscle helps them get below the surface of things and come up
with their own conclusions.
You can help your child develop BLP these learning muscles at
home by;
 Demonstrating how you change and adapt ideas at home.
 Talking about how you feel when you change the way you
are doing things and how this improves your task.
 Praising your child when they revise or question.
 Demonstrating / modelling being a good learner.
 Asking questions about topics you are less familiar with.
 Talking about what you want to find out and why?
 Modelling asking questions.
Working, playing and learning alongside your children,
enabling them to pick up good habits through copying you.
Happy Learning!
Mrs McNickle- Edwards
PREMISES DEVELOPMENT
As part of our School Development Plan 2013/2014 we are
having new heating boilers installed. The Governing Body
have taken this decision in order to plan ahead and avoid
having to close school in the future when inevitably the
existing boilers (which are as old as the school—over 50
years!) break down. They have been running on their ‘last
legs’ for the past 10 years! New gas fired boilers will also
be more eco-friendly and should half our existing fuel bills.
Work will be undertaken during this summer term. Essential gas pipe work will start from Wednesday 12th June.
Please be aware of this work at the main entrance to school
and that this may affect pathways for a short period of
time. Please take extra caution when walking onto the
school site and when driving / parking near school.

We used our collaboration learning muscle to work together to
explore the different methods used by sculptors. As we worked
together we also used our revising learning muscle to adapt and
change our sculpture to make it better.

I used my
perseverance
learning muscle
to help me
count in twos.

PLAYGROUND EXPECTATION
Please can I remind all parents that while waiting with children before
or after school they should be mindful of their interactions with other
parents. As adults, we are all the role models for the children and, in
their interests, parents should not be approaching each other with
disagreements that may be heard by our children. The school site is
not the place for personal difficulties with other parents to be
discussed or aired.
If you have any worries concerning your child at school, please do not
hesitate to share them with staff as soon as possible. We ask that you
arrange to speak with class teachers at the end of the day, when they
have more time and are not welcoming or dismissing the children. If
you have something you wish to inform school of urgently, or in
confidence please phone the school office to make an appointment or
email– enquiry@greenmeadow.bham.sch.uk
Thank you for your co-operation.

CAR PARKING
Despite our pleas to parents to park responsibly, we still have
incidents involving cars and children. Cars should be parked
appropriately: not double parked, nor on pavements. Please
leave enough time to get to school to park safely and on time. We ask that
at peak times of the school day that cars do not drive up to the gates and
then back out onto Green Meadow Road. We do not want any Green
Meadow pupils to be unnecessarily hurt; your actions can prevent this
from happening. Please consider these issues when deciding when and
how you will get to school. The PCSO’s now patrol the roads around the
school and have a zero tolerance policy to illegal parking. If you notice
any dangerous driving / parking please note down the car registration
number and contact the police on 101.

Reception
The children in reception really enjoyed the activity we did to
kick start the new Building Learning Power focus of questioning.
The children played the game ‘What am I?’ They had a picture of
an animal and the other children had to think of and ask questions
that would help them to find out what the animal was. The person
with the picture of the animal could only answer yes or no to the
questions. They were great at thinking of good questions that gave
them information which they could use to work out the name of
the animal. Here they are asking questions about the Tiger.

SUMMER SHOES
Please note that the school dress code (as agreed by the
Governing Body) insists on SENSIBLE SCHOOL
SHOES. Trainers are NOT shoes and cannot be worn as a
replacement for them. Due to the layout of the building junior girls
need to ensure that heels are of an appropriate height (no
higher than 5cm/2 inches preferably lower). In the
Summer we allow sandals to be worn but ask that they are
sensible T-Bar / walking sandals.

Healthy snacks and packed lunches
As a school, we have always worked hard to ensure our
children make healthy choices. The fruit scheme
running in Reception, Y1 and Y2 has proved very
successful in encouraging children to have a healthy
snack at playtime. To continue this, we would appreciate your
support by providing your child with a healthy snack once they enter
KS2 (For those children who do not purchase toast at playtime). As
a school, we do not wish to dictate what this snack should be,
however we request that crisps, fizzy drinks and chocolate bars are
not bought into school. However, just to reassure you chocolate
covered biscuits found in the biscuit isle of the supermarket are
allowed at lunchtime as part of a packed lunch. All ‘Baked’
products are not classed as crisps so can also be part of a packed
lunch. This helps steer children away from the idea of snacking on
confectionary items.
If you want suggestions as to what could form part of a well
balanced lunch, please do not hesitate in contacting the SNAG team
via the school office.
Thank you for your continued support with this matter. It is greatly
appreciated and will help us maintain our healthy eating ethos in
school.

SAFE SUN
We are increasingly conscious of the harmful effects
caused by too much exposure to the sun. You may wish
to ensure that your children use a strong sun block during
any period of sustained hot weather. We also encourage
the practice of children wearing sun hats and sunglasses.
It may also be a good idea to send in extra drinks during
any hot spell. This will supplement the school provision
of chilled water which is readily available to all pupils. If
such weather does appear we will, as always, allow pupils
the opportunity of ‘cooling off’ by sheltering under our
canopy or in the hall. Be assured that no child will be out
in the sunshine for extended periods of time.

Year 4—BLP
On 3rd June, Year 4 used their new learning muscle which was
questioning. We had pictures of Teaching Assistants, Teachers
and other school staff stuck on our backs. We had to ask lots of
questions to guess who we were! We thought it was important to
ask questions such as ‘Is the person male?’ and ‘Do they teach
in the Infants?’ It was hard as the person we were asking could
only answer yes or no! It was great fun and we learnt that asking
questions helps us to learn more. If you want to try out our game,
come and visit Year 4!
By Dylan and Stephen 4F

PRE-SCHOOL REQUEST
We would be grateful if parents support us in the
following:Ensure that pupils are not on site before 8.40 a.m.
(unless they have a pre school job).
Ensure that no balls / equipment are brought into
school.
Ensure that pupils are properly supervised by
parents in the times before / after school.
Our expectation is that by limiting the time on site the
opportunity for problems / injuries to arise will be
minimised. The same principle applies to equipment
on site. Before / After school pupils remain the
responsibility of their parents.
In response to an enquiry the MUGA gate will now
be open before / after school so that if you and your
child are using this space for games you will be able
to enter the school site on time. We hope you find
this supportive.

Year 1
In 1M we looked at how the
characters in Scooby Doo ask lots
of questions to solve a mystery! We had to solve a
mystery of our own about the
hidden object.

Here are some of
the questions we
asked to delve
deeper into
discovering the
hidden object;

Why is it cold?

What is it made of?

Who made it?

Why is it soggy?
Our questions helped us
solve the hidden object
which was pretend snow!!!
By Pele, Thomas and
Lewis—1M

YEAR 3
On Monday 3rd May class 3H
began to use our questioning
learning muscle. We began
by thinking of different
questions to ask Miss Buffery
and Miss Setchell in order to
find out more about them.
We invited Miss Buffery
along to help us by answering
some of our questions. It was
really fun and we learned lots
more about her.
In the afternoon we made a
video clip using our
questioning learning muscle
again. We used the IPads to
film ourselves with a blue
screen behind us.
Some of the questions were:
“How do Volcanoes work?”
and “How do fish breathe
underwater?” We collaborated with a partner and practised how we
would stand and what question we were going to ask Mr Cripps then
filmed each of us behind the blue screen, while we asked our question.
The outcome was a mini film with different backgrounds showing what
our question was. You will be able to watch our questioning film on the
school website soon. We really enjoyed our day using our questioning
learning muscle.
By Emily and Amina

5C BLP learning- Questioning
On Monday 3rd June we had an assembly on questioning
which is another BLP learning muscle we’ve been working
on. We have already almost conquered perseverance,
collaboration and revising. After the assembly, our class
started to use our new learning muscle straightaway. Year
5 had a whole Maths lesson where we only asked questions
about solving the problems. It was interesting to see how
many different questions we came up with. It was hard to
ask questions before we solved the problem because we
wanted to solve it! Sometimes we didn’t even know we
were asking questions. It was not only year 5 that had a
lesson on questioning; all classes in school enjoyed a
lesson about questioning. We asked questions on our interest grids about our topic that we’d like to know the answer
to. We are all looking forward to the next BLP learning
muscle.
William and Holly 5C

